Burneston, Swainby-with-Allerthorpe & Theakston Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held on 12 January 2026 in Burneston Church of England Voluntary Aided Primary School
Attended: 
Chair:  Councillor C Stebbing
Parish Councillors: E McIntyre, A McIntyre, D Blythe, L Nugent, S Robinson and O Carter. 
Members of the Public: 4
The Chairman informed the Council of the death of John Penty who was a Parish Councillor and Chair of the Council for many years.  He was well respected in the community and will be sadly missed.

Public Questions:  The owner of the property including the Public Right of Way attended the meeting to inform the Council that he was looking into the possibility of diverting the Public Right of Way.  This application has been made in the past and rejected so the Council, although sympathetic is unable to assist him with this.  He also mentioned that he had installed a new fence between his property and the path leading to the leisure field which was appreciated.
A resident from the new development brought to the attention of the Council a Tree Preservation Order on a tree at the bottom, but outside the boundary, of his garden.  He wishes to object to this application and asked for the support of the Parish Council.  This was discussed along with the objection from another resident who has already sent in a Building Survey Report on his property to the Planning Department.  The report states that the roots of this tree are in his garden and under his house foundations.
The Council agreed that this provisional application should be objected to and further information requested from the Planning Department.

Clerk to action.

1.   Apologies:  Councillor M Inkester and County Councillor J Weighell.
     
2. The Minutes of the meeting held on 3 November 2025 were accepted by all         Councillors and signed.      

3.   North Yorkshire Council Report:  No Report.
4.  Clerk’s Report:  The Community Police Officer has been contacted regarding a query about “cold callers”.  She is having postcards printed which she will get out to the Council as soon as possible.  

She was also asked for assistance with the problem parking at the school.  She requested more information.  It was agreed that the Clerk should request that she attend the school at start and finish times to see the problem for herself. 

The Council was informed of the cost of acquiring a domain name for the Council.  This was discussed and agreed.  Clerk to action. 
5.  Highways: Councillor M Inkester sent in his update on the traffic data which was circulated to the Councillors.  This was discussed and the proposal to purchase  ‘No Parking’ Signs was discussed.  Councillor S Robinson informed the Council of the cost of these signs which is approximately £500 for eight.  It was agreed in principle to purchase these signs.
Proposed by Councillor S Robinson, seconded by L Nugent and agreed by all Councillors.

Before going ahead with this purchase the Clerk is requested to contact Highways to inform them of this project. The Community Police has already been informed.  The Parish Insurance Company has also been contacted to see if the Indemnity Cover is adequate, which it is.
The clearance of Back Lane was discussed. This work has improved drainage.  Assistance with this work has been volunteered. The Chair gave thanks to the residents giving their time for this work.  It was proposed that Highways be contacted with a request to clear the side vegetation.  Clerk to action.
6.  Leisure Field & Play Equipment Reports: The Rospa Report has been carried out and a copy has been distributed to all Councillors. 
6a   Grass Cutting Contract:  Three tenders have been received for the grass cutting contract.  This was discussed and it was agreed to allocate the contract to M Lumley.  To commence on 1 April 2026.  The contract to be for one year with a view to continuing if both parties agree.  
Proposed by Councillor E McIntyre, seconded by L Nugent and agreed by all Councillors.  Clerk to action.
7.  Allotments:  New Tenancy Agreements will be sent out.  It is necessary that all allotment tenants sign their Tenancy Agreements and return to the Clerk.  Councillor S Robinson will assist with this.  
8.  General Parish Matters:  Two signs have been purchased and installed on the front and side gates to the Leisure Field by Councillor M Inkester.  The signs indicate that there is no road through the leisure field to the Public Right of Way.
9.  Planning Applications: The proposed bridleway at Gatenby is supported by the Council. Clerk to inform the Planning Department.
9a The boundary fence at the north side of the new development:  The fencing has been moved further out than on the original plans.  Clerk to inform the Planning Department.
10. Planning Decisions:  None.   
11.  Finance: The Accounts were presented to the Council and accepted.
The Council has been allocated a further £17,000 Community Infrastructure Levy Money.  It was agreed that this money should be put into an Easy Access Isa Account.  Clerk to action.

Burneston Primary School requires a new roof and have been informed that the School must pay 10% of the cost.  A letter has been received asking for a contribution to the cost.  A discussion took place and a donation of £3,000 was suggested.

Proposed by Councillor C Stebbing , seconded by Councillor S Robinson and agreed by all Councillors.  Clerk to action.
12. Items for the next Agenda:  Signs for the village; traffic signs; proposed Tree Preservaton Order.                                             

13.   The next meeting will be held on Monday 16 March 2026. 
.
.

