Burneston, Swainby-with-Allerthorpe & Theakston Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held on 3 November 2025 in Burneston Church of England Voluntary Aided Primary School
Attended: 
Chair:  Councillor C Stebbing.
Parish Councillors: E McIntyre, A McIntyre, O Carter, L Nugent, D Blythe and S Robinson. 
North Yorkshire Councillor:  J Weighell.

Members of the Public: 4
Public Questions:

A Resident informed the Council of the problem with a Public Right of Way which goes through his property and to ask advice on the possibility of diverting the path. This problem has been dealt with in the past including discussions and decisions from the Diocese of Leeds, Hambleton District Council and North Yorkshire County Council.  The outcome of this was that the path could not be diverted one reason being the close proximity to the school playground.
The Chairman agreed to open the file to see if there was anything that could be done to assist the new Resident of Burneston.  Clerk to action.
A Resident and allotment holder informed the Council that the public are already using the path at the side of the school playground thinking it followed on to the Public Right of Way.  This was discussed and it was decided to purchase a sign for the gate to the playing field and allotments which says: “Access to the Playing Field and Allotments only”. Clerk to action.
A Resident of Burneston attended the meeting to have a chat about the speeding traffic through the main Carthorpe to Theakston Road. He is aware of the data being collected by Councillor Inkester and was interested to hear if any other assistance had been given by the Police. The Chairman brought him up to date with this ongoing problem and it was suggested that he contact Councillor Inkester who, unfortunately, was unable to attend the meeting.
1.Apologies:  Councillor M Inkester.  
2. The Minutes of the meeting held on 9 September 2025 were accepted by all         Councillors and signed after Item 5 had been changed to read Cross Lane instead of Back Lane.

 3. North Yorkshire Council Report:  The Council was informed that at the second “call out” for sites no extra sites had been put forward for this Parish. The Consultation is ongoing as more houses are required to meet the housing target.
The Boundary Commission will make their decision on the new boundary requirements in January 2026.
4.   Clerk’s Report: The goal posts have been installed.
The Clerk advised the Council that it is a requirement of the Audit Commission that Parish Councils have a .gov.uk email address. No cost to register but a Domain set up ‘one off’ charge and an annual charge for upkeep.  The Clerk will look into this further and report back at the next meeting.

It has also been advised that Parish Councils have an IT Policy.  The Clerk will set one up to be dicussed at the next meeting.
The Council was informed that the Rospa Report will be carried out in November.  

An email has been received from a Resident about “Cold Callers” with a request for posters and stickers.  It was decided that the Clerk would contact the local Police Community Officer for advice on this.
5.  Highways:  The problem with parking outside the school was discussed.  The Clerk reported that she had contacted Highways and the Road Safety Team twice with no reply to date. Councillor Robinson produced a copy of a “No Parking” sign and suggested these be purchased. He will get a price for these.  The Clerk confirmed that the Parish Insurance covered this as long as local legislation was followed.  It was suggested that the school also be informed.
Cross Lane:  The Council wish to know who owns or is responsible for this Lane.  It was agreed that Highways and the Difinitive Map Department for information on this.  Clerk to action.

6.   Leisure Field & Play Equipment Reports:  The play equipment report was received. A picnic bench is sinking into the ground.  It was agreed to lay flagstones beneath it.  Councillor Carter will action. The new goal posts are proving popular and will be added to the Insurance Policy.  Clerk to action.
6a  Grass Cutting Contract:  This was discussed and agreed that three prices would be asked for, including the present Contractor, to quote for this contract for the next financial year.  Councillor Carter will action.
7.  Allotments: It was agreed that the any allotment holder not cultivating their plot will be asked to vacate it.  Clerk to action. 
8.  Planning:  The state of St Lamberts Road due to the misuse of vehicles used by the builders working on the new development was discussed. It was decided that the Clerk would contact Highways requesting that the whole road should be completely tarmaced not tarmaced in patches as has been suggested.
9.   Finance: The Accounts were presented to the Council and agreed.
The budget for the following year was discussed and it was agreed to increase the Precept by 4%.  Clerk to action.
10. Items for the next Agenda:  Parking Notices, Neighbourhood Watch Scheme, new Domain address, Rospa Report, IT Policy.                                            
11.   The next meeting will be held on Monday 12 January 2026. 
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