Burneston Swainby-with-Allerthorpe & Theakston 
Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 19 March 2024
Attended:  Chairman:  Councillor C Stebbing
Councillors E McIntyre, A McIntyre, M Inkester, R Penty, L Nugent, O Carter,
and S Walker.

North Yorkshire Councillor J Weighell.
Members of the Public: 5
Public Questions:  It was reported that the Public Footpath Sign has disappeared.  Councillor Walker will look into this and if it is not re-instated the Council will contact the Council Paths Department for a replacement.
A resident explained about a scheme to erect two swift boxes in the Church.  This will be the responsibility of the Church Council but the Parish Council has agreed to contribute £75.00p towards the cost of the box and the camera which could be recoverable from lodging an application to the Bedales Village Forum. 
A discussion took place on the deterioration of customer service since the District and County Councils have become a Unitary Authority.  
1. Apologies:  None.
2. Minutes of the meeting held on 23 January 2024 were accepted by all Councillors signed by the Chairman.
3. North Yorkshire Council Report: The new Unitary Authority has now been in place for almost a year.  All senior posts have been filled but middle ranking Officers are still being appointed.  There are problems with the number of hours being worked from home.
Carl Les is still the Leader of the Council and Gareth Dadd the Deputy Leader.

The Council is still in funds but childcare and care for the elderly is very costly.

The Council Tax for Hambleton has increased by 7%.  
4. Clerk’s Report: The street light out in Manor House Walk has been reported.
The street light in Church Wynd is not owned by NY.  The Clerk will check this.
A request to clear the drains and sweep the streets in Theakston and Burneston has been made to Street Scene Department.


£150 had been paid by a Resident towards the felling of the tree on Manor House Walk.  The Chairman will convey his thanks.
£2,000 has been paid by Bedale Villages Forum towards the cost of benches and wild flowers for the allotments and the leisure field. £950 has been paid by Bedale Villages Forum to assist with the renovation of the telephone box.

The Clerk informed the Council that the election for a Mayor for York and North Yorkshire will be held on 2 May 2024.

The Clerk made the Councillors aware of North Yorkshire’s Local Plan.  All information to date has been emailed to the Councillors for their information.
5. Highways:  Councillor Inkester informed the Council that a solar battery is required for the Visual Display Unit.  This was discussed and agreed.  The cost of this will be looked into and brought to the next Parish Meeting. Councillor Weighell informed the Council that the next Locality Budget starts in May.
Councillor Inkester brought to the attention of the Council the trouble he is having contacting Highways and Police Officers to discuss the informative data collected from the Visual Display Units in the village.  County Councillor Weighell suggested that he contact Karl Battersby or Jane Charlton in Highways.  Clerk to assist with this. 
The Council were informed that the drains and roads from Theakston to Burneston had still not been cleaned. It was agreed that this should be reported again.  Clerk to action.
6. Planning Applications and Decisions:  None.
7. Council Members expressed disappointment at North Yorkshire Councillor Weighell’s lack of support both during the application period, the site visit and the meeting of the planning committee. It was also agreed that the lack of response and customer support from all departments of the new Unitary Authority was unacceptable.   It was decided that a letter to this effect would be sent to the Chief Executive of North Yorkshire Council.  Clerk to action.
8. Planning Decisions:  Ref: 22/02907/FUL – Granted.
9. Play Equipment Report:  The Report was submitted with the following comments:  The goal post requires either fixing or replacing. It was suggested that portable goal posts be priced and this was agreed. Councillor Carter is following this up.
Councillor Stebbing will contact the Grass Contractor with a request to start cutting the grass in the field and shorter in the football pitch area.
10. Allotments:  The future of the cost of annual rent was discussed.  It was agreed that no increase was required.  The Clerk will inform the allotment holders and request the rent for the coming year to be paid into the Pairsh Council Bank Account.
11. General Parish Matters:  The Church has asked for a donation towards the grass cutting.  This was discussed and decided that a donation of £200 would be allocated.  The Clerk will action. 
12. Urgent Parish Matters:  As money has now been allocated to repair and paint the telephone box it was agreed that a working party would be formed to carry this out.  Money will be made available for the purchase of paint and any other requirements.  Clerk to action.

13. Finance:  The Accounts were presented to the Council and agreed.
14. Administration:  The Clerk presented the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations.  Attention was drawn to Item 5 of the Standing Orders. The Clerk informed the Council that any Member wishing to pursue a planning issue out with the Council would be acting as a resident and not as a Parish Councillor.  The Clerk can only act for the Council after a decision has been made at a Council Meeting. No changes were required to these documents.
15. Items for the next Agenda:  Solar battery, goal post.
16. Date for the next Parish Meeting and Annual General Meeting: 7 May 2024.
.

